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One known photograph taken prior to Chesterville's destruction
shows a two-story house set on a high basement, with a three-bay gable end
front, and stuccoed brick walls, The first floor incorporates an open
arcade with unornamented round-headed arches making the buildig quite simila
in appearance to the Fairfax County Court House of 1800. Late--nineteenth
century sawn-work railings are set in the two side arches. The building's
somewhat shallow gable is composed of an open tympanum of wood clapboards
with simple cornice and cornice returns, and appears to be a mid to late~
nineteenth century alteration. The six-over-six sash in both the first and
second floor windows appear to be early. There is a window in the center
bay of the first floor, and although the photograph is dim, the entrance
appears to be in the right first floor bay. There is little fabric evident
in the photograph that might date from the colonial period, although the
original portion is believed to have been built circa 1771. The house may
have undergone more than one major remodelling, the earliest perhaps
occurring in the first decade of the nineteenth century.

At present, the site includes the following known historical
archaeclogical features: the brick ruins of the mansion, in some places
4' high, surrounded by a chain link fence, the ruins of a building with a
ballast stone foundation 100' to the north, the foundation of a brick kiln
400' to the east, cemetery about 1000' to the west, and scattered evidence
of seventeenth century occupation.

‘ NASA has constructed a concrete test track between the mansion
foundation and the ballast stone foundation and about 2000' to the south, a
moon lander test platform was constructed but will no longer be used
(possibly it will be removed in the near future).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
A large portion of the land later incorporated in '"Chesterville! .

Plantation was patented in 1619 by John Leyden, early Jamestown settler and|
planter. Two hundred and four acres of the property patented by Leyden
were purchased in 1692 by Thomas Wythe, Burgess for Elizabeth City County
and great-grandfather of George Wythe, sipner of the Declaration of .
Independence, prominent legal educator, and "Father of American Law."
During the early Wythe ownership, the boundaries of the plantation were
extended until it encompassed over 750 acres. In 1755 George Wythe,
inherited the property believed to have been his birthplace, at the death
of his brother, and it was his primary place of residence until 1775. In
1771 he began building the mansion, the remains of which remain at the site)]
and in 1781 was calling the property "Chesterville.” Wythe continued to
operate the property as a plantation until 1792, . and the plantation finally
passed from the hands of the Wythe family in 1802, The mansion was
destroyed by fire in 1911, Two parcels of land including a large segment
of "Chesterville" Plantation were acquired by NASA in 1950,

A thorough archaeological excavation at the Chesterville site will]
reveal the intact foundation and cellar of the Wythe mansion, circa 1771,
which can be stablized for public view. Unmarked graves in the cemetery
can be located archaeologically and marked. The ballast stone foundation
cellar can be excavated to determine type of architecture and period of con-
struction, occupation and cause of destruction. Various sites of known
seventeenth century occupation can be investigated archaeologically
probably revealing the Leydon homesite, and perhaps the Thomas Wythe early
settlement. Visible evidence of the brick kiln ared shows that the
feature is largely intact and its entire plan could be learned by excavation
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Files of LRC Historical and Archaeological Society, Hampton, Virginia.
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~Virginig Historic landmarksC ommission June, 1972
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Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and ceriify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set’
forth by the National Park Service, The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [_‘_|- State [X Local [

Name

James W. Moody, Jr., Director

Title

pate - Ly /Jo '/73—»

Va. Historic Landmarks Commission

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
Nationa] Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

-Lrate 3/! [/73

GPO 901.087
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Samuel Pierpont Langley’s name and -
reputation were perpetuated when the
government acquired this real estate on
30 December 1916 for $290,000. The
several estates which comprised the
then-untitled facility of 1,659 acres were
themselves historically significant. In
1916 the base was known as ‘‘Aviation
Experimental Station and Proving
Grounds.’’ The January 15, 1917 issueof
the magazine Aviation announcedthat the
station would be known as Langley Field.
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Three additional estates, two island
ranges (Plum Tree and Mulberry), anda
dozen other land acquisitions have been
added to the Langley complex over the
years. Today thebasehas (as in the words
of a popular song of a few seasons back)
‘‘gone about as far as it can go.”




